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Hello Friends, 
here's how to make sure 
you don’t miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to the address below stating the number of 
the first part you want and enclosing the appropriate 
payment. You may order as many copies as you like but 
we suggest a minimum of 10 parts. You can calculate the 
amount to pay by multiplying the cover price by the 
number of parts required: for example 10 parts x £1.20 
will cost £12. Postage and packing are free. 


\c! 


If you haven't got { i 
all your copies of pon 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Just ask a grown up to 
write to the address below 
stating which parts you want us to 
send you and enclosing the appropriate 
payment. Each part costs £1.20 except part 1, 
which only costs 60p. Postage and packing are free. 


KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box 
holds 26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to 
write to the address below stating the number of Tidy 
Boxes you want and enclosing the payment. Postage 
and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. 
Cheques or postal orders should be payable to 
Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. If paying by credit card, be 
sure to state the cardholder’s name, type of card 
(Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You can 
phone your order on 0424 755755. 


WHERE TO SEND YOUR ORDER 

All orders should be sent to: Farthing Wood Friends 
Subscriptions, PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 
4TJ or telephone 0424 755755. 


CUSTOMER ENQUIRIES 0424 755755 
(For readers in the UK and Republic of Ireland) 
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Adder had received a message from 
Fox, to kill a blue fox. Unfortunately, 
she’d got the wrong one... 


ea 2 w/ 


Adder looked angry, “Well, why didn’t Foxsss 
tell me ssso himssself? Inssstead of sssending 
those stupid weasssels?!” “I hope you didn’t 
kill the wrong one out of spite,” said Owl, 
suspiciously. Adder hissed an angry denial. 


“How low can you get?” answered Adder, 
sarcastically. “I couldn’t get much lower 
unlesss I tunnelled underground! Ssstupid 
bird!” Adder slithered off in a huff. 


After the death of Bounder, Owl was flying 
around looking for Adder. She spotted her 
curled up by the edge of the pond and flew 
down to her. “You got the wrong fox,” said 
Owl. “It was supposed to be Scarface.” 


“Well, I suppose it was Weasel’s fault then,” 

realized Owl. “The point is, what doo we doo 
now?” she wondered. “Scarface knows an Adder’s 
bite when he sees one! You killed his son! If I 
were youooo I’d stay low for a while!” 


Scarface, Lady Blue and Ranger decided to 
go looking for Adder, too. “It was something 
to do with that Farthing Wood lot, I can feel 
it in my bones,” snarled Scarface. 


“Wouldn’t it be easier if we just : Scarface turned on Ranger and cuffed Fox agreed. “We'd better set up a watch,” As Charmer was keeping watch, she spotted 


made peace with the Farthing foxes?” him. “Wimp,” growled Scarface. “All this ; he said. Charmer volunteered to go first. Ranger coming through the trees. “What are 
said Ranger. “You know? Live together peace talk! Makes me sick! Boy’s yellow — Fox was surprised at how keen Charmer you doing on Farthing Land?” she asked, 
in harmony?” that’s his trouble. was to help. “Just be glad she’s taking the anxiously. “You live on Farthing Land. Isn’t 


threat seriously,” said Vixen. that good enough?” replied Ranger. 


Adder had found a place to hide under Adder stuck her head out and stuttered, “I'm Charmer looked worried. “Please go. If Friendly snarled. “Ranger doesn’t mean 

a stone at the edge of the pond. But it ferfereezing cold!” “Cold?” asked Owl. “Well anyone should see us ...!” Just then, Friendly any harm,” reasoned Charmer. “He doesn’t 
wasn’t a very good place, as Owl spotted then, you must be hungry.” “Ferferferasssting’ i) spotted his sister talking to the ‘enemy’. “Hi. _ believe in the hatred between our two 

her straight away. “I see yooou!” she called. good for me. Savesss venom, which I’m there,” said Ranger, trying to make friends. tribes any more than I do.” 


gergergergoing to need!” shivered Adder. 


[inl 


“Ah, so we're after Scarface now, are we?” said | Meanwhile, Fox, Vixen and two of their cubs The two males snarled at each other and got © Charmer pleaded with Ranger to go, and he 
Owl. “Maybe I am,” said Adder. “Now will you _ were also worrying about what to do ... ready to fight. “He doesn’t believe in it? Are _ finally ran off. “Ranger came in friendship,” 
herherhoot off before everyone in the park “If Scarface suspects Bounder’s death was you sure? Look at him!” said Friendly. said Charmer, feeling hurt. “Well, we'll see what 
knowsss where I am!” “And to think I was anything to do with us, he’ll strike back,” “When it comes to Charmer ... !” replied father has to say about this,” said Friendly. 
going to feed you,” said Owl, flying offin a huff. said Friendly. Ranger, aggressively. 


Next week: Narrow escapes. 


All About... 


People say we look like smart 
waiters as we stand bolt upright on 
our webbed feet, showing off our 
black jackets and white shirts. In the 
summer, our triangular beaks have a 
thick band of bluish grey at the base, 
a thinner band of yellow and then a 
wide band of bright orange. We have 
a bright yellow patch at the sides of 
our mouth and bold grey patches 
above and below our eyes. Our legs 
and feet are bright orange. 

Our jaws are specially hinged 

so that the beak opens with its 
edges parallel. This allows us to 
hold a whole beakful of fish. 


Naanins! 


RECORD MOUTHFUL 

Most Puffins can manage a beakful 
of about 10 or 12 small fish, such 

as sandeels or sprats, but naturalists 
spotted one bird that had crammed 
60 into its beak! 


6GHi! Recognize me? Some people call me Sea 
parrot (can you see why?) and others Tom 
Noddy, but my proper name is Puffin. There's 
no other bird in the British Isles quite like 

me. | have a stripey, brightly coloured beak and 
white cheeks. My eyes are very noticeable 
because they are boldly outlined, like a clown’s. 
We spend the winter far out at sea, but return 
every spring to the islands or mainland cliff-tops 
where we were born. You can see colonies of us 
on islands like Skomer, Farne, Skokholm, St 
Kilda, the Shetlands and the Orkneys.99 


We Puffins are expert swimmers and divers, 
and we bob about even in the stormiest seas. 
Flying is another matter. To take off, we have 
to scuttle along the surface of the water and 
beat frantically with our wings. Once we’re 
in the air, we keep close to the water. 
When we want to land, we simply stop 
flying and drop down, with our feet 
dangling, on to the sea or land. 


Preening is an important part 
of a Puffin’s daily activities all 
year round. lt mainly uses its 
beak, smearing its feathers 
with a special oil to keep 
them in good condition. Dirty 
feathers are not waterproof, 
so it is very important for a 
bird that spends a lot of time 
in the waiter to keep them 
clean. It uses a foot to 

. ‘ scratch and smooth the 

* S SS head feathers into place. 


All About... 
The Puffin’s year 


66In March, we adults gather off the coasts of 
our colonies. We nearly always try to return to 
our birthplace. We wait on the sea for other 
members of the colony to arrive and then fly 
ashore to claim our burrows. We usually dig 
these in the grassy soil on cliff-tops, but 
sometimes we use a rabbit’s burrow or one 
belonging to another burrowing bird, the 
Manx shearwater.99 


Even though our colonies can be huge - some of 
the Scottish ones have up to 50,000 pairs in them 
- they are mainly peaceful places, with each pair 
getting on with the business of sorting out their 
burrow and raising a chick. Just occasionally, 
two birds will fight about a burrow, threatening 
each other with open beaks. If that doesn’t work, 
they may even attack each other, pecking any 
part of the opponent’s body they can reach. 


UNDERGROUND 
NURSERY | 
Our females lay just ; 
one large white egg, } 
straight on to the floor 
of the burrow, or ona 
bed of dried plant 
pieces. We share the 
incubation. When the | 
chick hatches, it is a | 
ball of soft black down 
with grey legs and feet. 
We both bring it fish, 
which it can eat whole. 
It spends about 40 days 
in the burrow, 
exercising its wings, 
pecking at stones and 
plants, and resting. | 


Our youngster, which has a 
black head, grey cheeks and 
white breast, waits until night to 
make its first flight. It knows 
that a lightning-quick 
Black-backed gull would 

spot it easily during the 

day. It makes a dash for the 
cliff edge and drops down into 
the sea. It starts to paddle 
immediately, and by morning 
can be at least 3km away. 

We follow the young in August 
and spend the winter far out at 
sea, either in the North Atlantic, 
the North Sea or further south in 
the Mediterranean. We lose our 
bright face markings, and our 
beaks, legs and feet become 
duller. We return in spring, but 
the young do not come ashore 
again for two or three years. 


We Puffins are very faithful and usually 
mate with the same partner each year. 
When we first arrive, we inspect the 
burrow we used the year before or 
make a new one if we need to. 
Meanwhile we court each other, 
wagging our heads from side to side 
and tapping beaks. When it’s time to 
mate, we males encourage our females 
with enthusiastic head flicks. 
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YOU START... 
FORE se DRAWING 


JOIN THE 
HEAD AND 
BODY WITH A 
CURVED LINE 


ROUGH UP THE 


EYE AND AN EAR 


DRAW TWO 


MARK THE 
CHEST AND 
TUMMY 


Shadow 


Shadow was very grateful to Bold for 
rescuing her from that horrible gin trap - 
but then he managed to get shot himself. 


DRAW THREE CLAWS 
ON EACH FOOT 


She did warn him to stay away from the Ax 12 LINES 

humans, but now that he’s hurt, she’ll DRAW oe ou 

help Crow to look after him. py gitie out 
OVERLAPPING ONES 


DRAW A BIG ‘Vv’ 
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DRAW FIVE CURVED DRAW FIVE CURVED 
LINES FOR THE LINES FOR THE 
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DRAW A CIRCLE 
FOR THE HEAD 


DRAW A LARGE 
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DRAW A SMALL CURVE 


FOR THE MOUTH 
ADD A NOSE 


DRAW TWO 
LONG CURVES 
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TAIL 


ADD A SQUARE TO THE 
END OF EACH LEG 


DRAW A 


SHORT LINE 
TO SHOW 
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OFF THE 
AND NOSE ouTH SHORT CURVES 


ce ON THE MUZZLE 
ST 
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Secret World of.. (yg: 


There are five birds, five sawfly 
larvae (on the bottom left branch), 
and an ichneumon wasp. Eleven 
creatures in all. 


Chickweed wintergreen 
is one of the more unusual 
plants of mossy Scots pine 
forests. It has a tall thin 
stem with a ring of leaves 
near the top. Its white, 
star-shaped flowers come 


out in summer. The Goshawk is a large, fast and 


powerful bird of prey. It swoops 
through the trees on the lookout 
for crows, game birds, rats and 
hares. The female is quite a bit 
bigger than the male. 


Pine sawfies look clumsy 
and are poor fliers. Adult 
females, which are bigger 
than the males, attract their 
mates with a special scent. 
Pine sawfly larvae look like 
little green caterpillars and are 
serious pests in pine forests. 


Crested tits scuttle along tree trunks 
picking insects from the bark. They 
also eat pine seeds and berries. 
Both the male and female have a 
pointed, black and white crest. 
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Scots pines produce male and female 
flowers. The female flowers are small and 
red. The male flowers form a long, 
yellowish cluster at the base of a shoot. 


The Capercaillie was extinct in Britain by 
the end of the 18th century. But it was 
reintroduced into Scotland from Sweden in 
the 1830s. The male’s 
courtship call has been 
described as a knocking 
sound followed by a 
popping cork! 


ah Mee aw 
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Ichneumon wasps are 

slender with long antennae. Rhyssa 
persuasoria is one of the largest. They 
drill into pine trunks and lay eggs on 
wood wasp larvae living in the wood. 
When the eggs hatch, the ichneumon 
larvae feed on the wood wasp larvae. 


AK) 


Discovering Natur 


UP IN THE TREES 


Do you know how to tell one these are quite rare. You can 
tree from another? There are identify them in lots of ways - 
over 1500 different types in by their bark, buds, flowers, 
Britain, although many of leaves or just their shape. 


TREE SILMOWETTES 


Looking at the silhouette (outline) of a tree is one 
way to identify it. Do you recognize any of the ones 
below? Next time you go for a walk in the woods, or 
even around town, take a notebook and pencil with 
you. It only takes a minute to draw a tree’s silhouette. 
Your local library will probably have a book on trees 
so you Can give your silhouette its proper name. 
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Leaves 
Trees have different types of leaves, depending 
on what sort of climate they have to survive. 


CONIFERS 
Conifers come from cold climates, so 
they have needle-like leaves and bendy 
branches. This means that snow can 
slip off and it won’t break the branches. 
Because the leaves are small and thin, 
they don’t lose water as quickly 
as broad-leaved trees, so the 
tree can hang on to them 

all year round. 


DECIDUOUS TREES 

Deciduous trees have wide, flat leaves, so 
they are also called broad-leaved trees. 
This leaf shape is designed to capture as 
much sunlight as possible. However, this 
kind of leaf is not much use in the winter, 
so the tree loses them to save 
its strength. 
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«BONSAI z = 


In most Japanese ornamental gardens you would 


Every tree has its own bark pattern, a bit like your Squirrel says ;, 


fingerprints. Take a tree’s ‘fingerprints’ with a bark rubbing. Don’t play on the see Bonsais. These are trees that have had their 
Tape a piece of paper to a tree (choose a bit with Gnas growth deliberately stunted. Eventually, you get a 
No moss) and rub over it with a wax crayon. Take P proper tree shape, but in miniature. 


asking an adult Real Bonsais take several years to grow, but 


down the paper and write the tree’s name on it. Make ? 
you can make your own with a bit of cheating! 


rubbings of lots of trees and see how they’re different. 


The fastest- - 
growing tree 
in the world is 
the Malaysian 
acacia tree — 
it can grow 11m 
in just three 
months! 


You will need: 
dwarf conifer, smail plant-pot, compost, 
Scissors, garden wire and clippers. 


You can rub lots of other things too, and even 
make pictures from them. Try coins, a comb, 

leather, shoe soles, paper-clips - anything with 
some texture (rough surface). 


| 1 Trim the tree’s roots 
| until the root-ball is about 
| the size of a large orange. 


Manhole covers are fun | 
to rub, too, as there are 

lots of different | 
patterns about. Brush | 
away any grit and dirt 

before you start. 


3 Put the compost in a small 
plant-pot and plant your tree. Firm 
the compost round the tree with your 
fingers so that it doesn’t fall over. 


2 Wind garden wire round the 
root-ball to make it difficult for 
the roots to grow. 


4 Use clippers to trim the tree into a shape 
you like. You might want to bend the branches, 
too. Be gentle, and hold them in place by 
winding more garden wire round them. 


a Stick the second piece of 
paper (the one with the shape 
cut out) on to the left-hand side 
of the front of the card. 


‘Cur-ovr CARDS 


_ You will need: 
two sheets of coloured paper (different 
colours), scissors, pencil, glue. 
Tree silhouettes are beautiful but simple shapes. 
Use one to make a greetings card. Or use a leaf 
shape - an oak or a maple leaf has a good outline. 


q Fold an oblong piece of coloured 
paper (about 15 x 25cm) in half to 4 
make a card. 


2 Cut a piece of another coloured 
paper the same height as the card, 
but only half the width of the front. 


§ Turn over the cut-out 
shape and stick it down 
to make a mirror image. 


3 Draw a tree outline, working 
from the fold of the second colour 
paper. Cut it out carefully. 


FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS 


MEDICAL NATURE Oxyd 


Many modern medicines make use of plant 
products to cure a variety of illnesses. Some 
medicines are even made using plants that 
would normally be poisonous to humans. 
But when they are used in careful doses, 
they can have useful healing effects. 


4GET IT LICKED 

If you cut your finger, your first reaction would 
probably be to stick it in your mouth. This is not 
such a daft thing to do. There is salt in saliva, 
which helps to clean the injury and make it heal 
more quickly. Animals lick their wounds in the 
same way. Bold is licking clean his wounded leg. 


> NATURE’S CHEMIST 

Traditional cures made from dried flowers 
and plants have been used all over the world 
for thousands of years, and they are still 
used by many people today. The shelves of 
this herbalist’s shop are stocked full of jars 
of herbal cures and plant remedies used to 
treat many different complaints. 


: Which plant is rubbed on nettle 
stings to soothe the pain? 


"yoop paying : 
< TRADITIONAL TISHOO 
The French call this plant 
sneezeweed, because its 
flowers can make you 
break out in a fit of 
sneezing. You might 
not think that’s very 
useful, but Arnica, its 
real name, is good for 
reducing bruising and 
swelling. It’s also used 
to treat fevers and 
hearing complaints. 


A BUNDLES. OF MYSTERY 

From the look of these dangling bangers, 
it’s no wonder they call this a sausage tree. 
The ‘sausages’ are the tree’s fruits. In Africa 
they are used to cure dysentry. 


igang 


FRIENDLY FANGS 

This Fer de lance snake looks pretty nasty 
and its poisonous bite is lethal to its rat prey. 
The snake lurks in sugar-cane plantations 
and has been known to attack workers. 
Anti-venom medicines can be made to help 
people who have been bitten, by using 
venom milked from the snake’s fangs. 


< PURPLE 
PALPITATIONS 
Foxglove, which grows in 
the British countryside, is 
another useful plant. The 
leaves are the source of 
digitoxin, which makes 
the heart beat rapidly 
and is used by doctors 
to treat heart failure. 


Oper, ‘ation? 


“SeyaINs uy 
4nd 0490 i 
ayy 9Sneoag 


ny 


> OUCH! 
Mosquitos are a real problem in 
many parts of the world. They have a 
nasty habit of piercing human skin to 
| feed on blood. The itchy bite is a 


nuisance in itself, but worse than 
that, some mosquitos carry a 
| parasite that causes a disease called 


A ANOTHER STRING TO YOUR BOW 
South American Indians hunt monkeys and other 
animals in the forest treetops. Their arrows are tipped 


, , pr eager malaria. Many people have died from v f 
with a poison called ee which is ree aa : this disease, but it can be treated by J f 
secret recipe using the bar : of two trees. sh ae taking Quinine, which comes from ? 
this is a deadly poison, it is used by doctors in smal the bark of the Chinchona tree. 


doses to relax muscles during operations. 


HIDDEN BIRDS 
Four birds are watching, 
hidden in the trees. Can you find them? 


Puzzle it ouf Sn? 


THE RACE 

It was the day of the cross-country race. The 
riders looked splendid in their brightly coloured 
jackets. As they galloped through the countryside 
on their horses, the Farthing Wood animals left the 
safety of their homes to watch. 

“Keep away!” Vixen warned her cubs. “Horses 
can be dangerous.” 

Bold, of course, was curious. Without telling his 
mother, he crept off to see the race. 

All the different colours and the excitement of 
the race thrilled Bold. He followed them for miles, 
under cover, without realizing how far he’d gone. 
When they finally disappeared from view, Bold lay 
down, panting with exhaustion. 


HORSES AND RIDERS 
The riders are not on their own horses. Can you 
see which horse belongs to which rider? 


MAZE a 
Which route do the riders have to 
follow to win the rosette? 


eS ee 
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When Bold started home, his foot was » | 
hurting dreadfully. There was a huge thorn in { 
it, which he could not get out. 

“Hello, what’s wrong with you?” said a \ 
voice, and looking up he saw Crow. Xx 

Bold told him what had happened. “I think you ‘ 
should see the Warden,” said Crow. “I'll: show 
you the quickest way there — as the crow flies, q \ 
as it were! Ha, ha!” Xx 

By the time they reached the Warden’s hut, Bold 
was almost fainting. “You poor thing,” the Warden = i 
said.-“Let’s see your paw.” Soon the thorn was out. ROW OF RABBITS 

“Than !" said Crow. F ‘ 

tm i ie that,” said Bold. “Now | have Several rabbitsare watebing ue ee = 
to go home and face my mother!” can you see which two are twins? _ 
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Puzzle it out 


SPOT THE DIFFERENCE 


Bold passed this tree twice — but it didn’t look the 
same the second time. Can you spot six differences? 


WIDING UNDER STONES 


This is a memory game to play with a friend. 
Together you can make lots of creatures by 

“= drawing them on paper or card, colouring them 
in and cutting them out. Each creature has to 


creepy crawlies, such as fat black spiders and 
woodlice, or Farthing Wood animals or 
made-up creatures of your own. 


pNP 


have a mate exactly the same. You could make“) nf 
‘with the most creatures, wins. 


CROW WORDS 
_ Match the words and phrases 
to the correct pictures. 


butterfly, or pink flower, Squirrel has eaten the 


nut and the bird is hiding in the hole. 
C crow-bar, D cock crow, E crow steps, - 


CROW WORDS A crow’s nest, B crow quill, 
F crowfoot. 


HORSES AND RIDERS A Blossom, B Amber, 
SPOT THE DIFFERENCE In the second picture the 
bird has a worm, there’s no mouse, or green 


C Beauty, D Prince, E Magic. 
ROW OF RABBITS 3 and 6 are twins. 


ANSWERS 


Collect lots of largish stones to hide them 
under. Or hide them under clean, empty 
margarine and ice-cream tubs, or books. 
Take it in turns to lift up two stones at a 
time. If the two creatures underneath don’t 
match, put the stones back. If they do, 
keep the matching pair. The person 
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